[image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES
27th April 2024
Sea Palling Village Hall
10 am



	www.seapallingpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
Present: Cllrs: S Deary, G Casson, V Bird, C Preston
In Attendance: P Adams (Clerk), County Councillor Richard Price and District Councillor Harry Blathwayt. 
8 Members of the public.
The Meeting began at 10.00am

This meeting was Chaired by Cllr Susan Deary (in the absence of the Chairman)

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr K Matthew (Chairman) Cllr S Burrell
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS  Cllr Deary declared an interest in 6a and Cllr Preston declared an interest in the Village Hall (Cllr Preston is Chairman of the Village Hall and, prior to the meeting, he  had handed the Clerk  an invoice from the Village Hall Treasurer (for use of the hall) The invoice was not considered by council because, whilst it is in the budget, both Cllr Preston and Cllr Deary would not be able to vote and therefore, there  would not be sufficient members to consider the invoice. 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Restricted to 2 minutes per person.  
A parishioner – addressed the Clerk (not the meeting), the parishioner was confrontational and demanded to know whether the Clerk had contacted the grass cutters to ensure they were being careful when cutting the grass around the trees on Stalham Road.  The Clerk asked if there was damage to the trees and the parishioner confirmed that there was not.   The parishioner continued at length.  They informed the meeting that despite purchasing two trees, they had not been reimbursed, by the Council, as promised.   The parishioner stated that the Parish Council is not transparent, and she was supported by another four members of the public.     

A Response by the Council
The parishoner’s assertion that the Council have misled them over the payment of the two trees on Stalham Road is refuted.  This is a serious allegation and, as a result the Council have produced a report – as an addendum to the minutes.  The report will be available on the Parish Council website once the content has been approved at the May Meeting.
Finally, a small group of people (usually two or three) have begun to attend the meetings (Their attendance has coincided with the Planning issues regarding the Boat Yard).  The attendees have generally not raised questions during the public question session but have repeatedly disrupted the meeting whilst in progress.  They have specifically raised two:
 Points:
i The Parish Council is not transparent.  They have been asked repeatedly  to explain quite what they mean but refuse to do so.
ii The Meeting Minutes do not provide a narrative.  The Parish Council Minutes (in accordance with the LGA 1972) are a Record of Decisions not a narrative.
 
4. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting 30th March 2024.  Considered and approved.
5. COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
a. County Councillor  - Cllr Price reminded the meeting that the Police and Crime Commissioner elections would take place in May.  Duncan Baker MP has recently completed a series of Marathons including the London Marathon and has raised over £100k for Norfolk Charities.  
b. District Councillor.    Cllr Blathwayt has recently attended the Upper Thurne Working Group Meeting to discuss potential solutions to combat flooding.
6. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING
a. The Dog Bin.  Members expressed their wish to get on with the bin project.  Cllr Preston offered to take delivery of the item and Cllr Casson asked that the measurements and fitting instruction be forwarded to her. (Clerk to action).
b. The Defibrillator.  The defibrillator has been installed.  No further action required
c. The Boardwalk   The Clerk has tracked down the EA contact and will action
7. NEW ITEMS:
a. The footpath Adjacent to Dune Lodge.  No further information at this time.
b. Clink Lane   Cllr Price said he would chase Highways for a response.

8. FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE
a. To receive an update on the Annual Governance and Accountability Review.  The Clerk confirmed the Annual Governance and Accountability is in progress.  

9. PLANNING – To receive updates and consider new applications.  None
10. ITEMS THAT HAVE ARISEN SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA   Co-option.  The Members had previously agreed to co-opt a new Member to bring the Parish Council up to the required Membership of 7.  The Clerk was instructed to begin the process of co-option.
The Clerk informed the meeting that she would be delivering letters  from  NNDC advising residents in Waxham Road that an increase in the rat population has been observed  and suggested measures to combat the problem.  Cllr Casson expressed concern that the new bins on Beach Road are and open invitation o rats because they have no lids.  Cllr Blathwayt said that he would investigate.
11. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA.  No further matters were raised.
12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 25th May 2024 The Annual Parish Meeting & The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
13. TO CLOSE THE MEETING   There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.42am.
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