
[image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

19th November 2024
Sea Palling Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  S Burrell, S Deary, A Draper and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B.Furr (Parish Clerk).  County Cllr Price, District Cllr Blathwayt and one member of the public.
Public Participation
County Cllr Price gave an overview on county matters.  NCC are preparing the budget which will heavily focus on Adult Social Care and Children’s Services.  We will find out next month what the settlement is, the council are hoping to secure this for 5 years.  The devolution deal is on hold because of the new government in place.  There is a possibility of combining county councils together for financial benefits.  Leaders are going to parliament to campaign for the best unitary deal for Norfolk.
District Cllr Blathwayt gave an overview on district matters.  NNDC are also busy preparing their budget.  It is likely that there will be an increase in car parking charges to gain additional revenue.  Some of the public convenience services will be closing over winter.  Sea Palling will be kept open, however Potter Heigham will be closed.  The tourist information centre in Cromer will also be closing to save funds.  
There is a possibility NNDC may merge with another district council in Norfolk in the future.  This could be Breckland, Kings Lynn or Great Yarmouth.  
Main Meeting
1. Election of Chair and Vice Chair
The resignation of Kevin Matthews was noted.  Kevin gave nine years’ service as chair to the parish council and he will be sorely missed.  County Cllr Price and District Cllr Blathwayt echoed their appreciation for Kevin’s service and said he was an excellent chair.
It was unanimously AGREED to appoint Cllr Bird as Chair and Cllr Preston as Vice Chair.
2. Co-Option
Cllr Draper and Cllr Rowe had submitted applications prior to the meeting which were circulated to councillors in advance.  It was unanimously AGREED to co-opt both Cllr Draper and Cllr Rowe to the parish council.  All vacancies have now been filled.
3. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received and ACCEPTED for Cllr Casson.
4. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations
Cllr Deary DECLARED an interest in item 6b and item 8.
5. Minutes of the parish council meeting held 15th October 2024 (circulated).
The minutes were APPROVED as a true and accurate record and signed by the chair.
6. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider.
a. Consultation on the North Norfolk District Council’s Local Plan.
It was AGREED that no comments will be made.  This is because Sea Palling and Waxham, whilst listed as a small growth village in the plan, does not have capacity for any further housing for environmental reasons.  NNDC have confirmed the indicative housing allowance for Sea Palling and Waxham is 0.
b. Consultation on Affordable Housing Consultation.
It was AGREED there is no suitable houses or land under the affordable housing available in Sea Palling and Waxham.
c. Update regarding the Boatyard at the Marrams.
The parish council have received correspondence from the owner’s planning consultation to advise they will be resubmitting an application which was previously refused (CL/23/2024). Cllr Blathwayt reported that negotiations are happening between parties involved and there has been discussion about refencing the land.
7. Finance
	a. Payments received - None and NOTED

	b. Payments APPROVED

	Norfolk Parish Training and Support
	Chairing successful meetings (this has been deferred to Wednesday 29th January)
	£75.00

	c. Payments agreed by standing order or direct debit (for information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary for October and backpay from 29th July 2024 upon the agreement of the Local Government PayScale for 2024-25.  The previous clerk has not made a claim for backpay yet.
	£535.98

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses for October
	£55.00

	HMRC
	PAYE for October
	£134.00


d. It was AGREED to remove Kevin Matthews as a signatory for the parish council account and APPOINT Cllr Preston to authorise payments with Cllr Bird.
8. Bins
Cllr Dreary left the meeting.  Cllr Preston reported that he has met a contractor who has the instructions for fitting the double bin and relocating the dog bin to the churchyard.  He will send the clerk a quote shortly.  It was AGREED the clerk will also obtain a further quote for comparison and complete a street furniture application to Highways once the location has been confirmed (what 3 words reference required for Mill Lane and Churchyard).
9. Village Island Improvements (junction with Beach Road, The Street and Waxham Road)
Cllr Dreary returned to the meeting.  It was AGREED to return the island to it’s original landscape with gravel and flowers.  Cllr Draper reported that two parishioners who live close to the island may be interested in landscaping the island and will obtain a quote. 
10. Parish Partnership Scheme
Prior to the meeting the clerk had circulated an email from Highways which supports the parish council’s application for Village Gateway signs on Waxham Road.  They have AGREED the local area designer will send the clerk a draft design and estimated costs to supply and fit this.  The clerk reported that she had measured up the area near the bus stop for a cycle rack but the footpath is not wide enough so we will not be making an application under the parish partnership scheme. 
11. Planning Questionnaire from Catfield Parish Council
It was AGREED the parish council will not participate in the questionnaire.  Any concerns the parish council has about NNDC planning performance will be addressed directly with them.
12. Items for the next agenda
4G Broadband
Budget for 2025-26
Update on Clink Lane – clerk will obtain a quote from Internal Drainage Board.
13. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 21st January 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.

Meeting closed at 19:47.

Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerkseapallingpc@gmail.com 
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