


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

21st January 2025
Sea Palling Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  S Burrell, G Casson, S Deary, A Draper, and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B Furr (Parish Clerk).  County Cllr Price, District Cllr Blathwayt and four members of the public.
Public Participation
County Cllr Price reported:
Parish Partnership Bid - The system has changed, and cabinet have not made their decision regarding bids.  Cllr Price will update the clerk when the decisions have been made.  
Beach Road – The owner of Hall Farm has given permission for school buses to collect children safely from their entrance.  This will commence tomorrow.   Cllr Price will report the publics concerns to Highways regarding poor signage, and a lack progress of the work being undertaken by the contractors. Cllr Draper asked if there could be some temporary lighting on the barriers as it is dangerous navigating the path at night.  Cllr Price will report to PC Pritty concerns about vehicles parking/protruding on the road.
A parishioner raised concerns about Highways poor management of the contractors who appear to be leaving early off site or working slowly.  
Devolution - Norfolk with Suffolk is on a priority list to become a unitary authority.  If this happens, they will receive more government funding.  The county councillor role and district councillor role with not exist and an alternative system will be put in place to communicate with parish councils.
District Cllr Blathwayt reported:
Coastal Partnership East – From March this will not exist, but this shouldn’t have any implications for Sea Palling.
Council Tax on Second Homes – There will be an emergency meeting on the 29th of January to vote on increasing council tax on second homes.  Members are trying to negotiate an allowance for holiday chalets.  Cllr Deary asked if Air B&B’s will be classed as second homes.  Cllr Blathwayt said this depended on whether the property is registered as a second home or business.
County Cllr Price then left the meeting.
Properties at the Marrams (four plots) – still subject to enforcement.Large hole on Coastal Pathway – A dog fell into the hole at the weekend.  Cllr Blathwayt thinks something has been uncovered (like a manhole).  This is the landowner’s responsibility, but Cllr Blathwayt said it is very difficult to establish who owns it.
Decreasing footpath next to the Dunes – Cllr Blathwayt said that this is not a National Trail.  A parishioner explained that it was NCC who asked residents originally whether they could erect fencing and make the footpath a public right of way.   However, since the new fencing was put up by Dunes Caravan Park it has taken some of the original footway to the degree that two people can no longer pass each other. The clerk explained she had emailed the Highways Boundary team for an update as they had agreed to investigate the problem in 2023.  Cllr Blathwayt suggested we passed this matter onto County Cllr Price to investigate.
Main Meeting
1. Apologies for Absence
None.
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations
Cllr Deary has an interest in item 9a.
3. Minutes of the parish council meeting held 19th November 2024 (circulated).
The minutes were APPROVED as a true and accurate record and signed by the chair.
4. Matter Arising (information only)
The clerk confirmed the next Safer Neighbourhood Panel Meeting is on 15th April 2025 at 6.30pm at the Poppy Centre in Stalham.  The current police priorities are retail theft and road safety.
5. Planning
There were no planning applications to consider.
6. Finance
a) Payments received - None
b) Payments to approve - None
c) Payments agreed by standing order or direct debit (for information only)
B.Furr		Clerks Salary for November (paid 27.12.24)		£487.17
B.Furr		Clerks Salary for December				£487.17
B.Furr		Clerks Allowance for November and December		£110.00
B.Furr		Microsoft 365 Annual Subscription			£59.99
HMRC		Tax for November (paid 27.12.24)			£121.80
HMRC		Tax for December					£121.80
7. Quarter 3 Budget and Finance Report
There was no income for Quarter 3.  The expenditure was £4118.96.  The balance on 31st December was £31,474.71.
8. Budget and Precept for 2025-2026
It was unanimously AGREED to keep the precept the same at £13,908.  The clerk advised that there is a lot of money in general reserves which should be ear-marked or spent.  Cllr Casson proposed using some of the funds to hold a community fete/fun day.  This was AGREED.  Cllr Preston advised that the Village Hall committee will be submitting a grant request soon.
9. Quotations
a) Fitting the general waste bin and relocating the dog bin to the churchyard.  Two quotes were considered.  The quote from Reuben was APPROVED for £485.00.  This includes supplying a concrete base, materials and labour.  The clerk confirmed Highways have APPROVED the street furniture application.
Standing orders suspended.  A member of the public raised concerns about the location of the bin and getting access to his fence.  They asked for the parish council to hold off from installing the bin until they had discussed this with their neighbour as they believe the location is within their boundary and not Highways (despite Highways approval).  Standing order reinstated.
It was AGREED to delay the fitting until more information was available regarding the boundary.  
b) Installing a new culvert on Clink Lane.  Following an inspection by the Broads Internal Drainage Board (IDB) they have recommended a new culvert is installed along the road to link the ditches and let the water escape southwards to prevent flooding.  The IDB are consulting with Justin Le May – Highways Engineer to establish whether this work can be conducted whilst Beach Road is closed.  Once known, the Broads IDB will be able to provide a specific quotation for the works.
c) Membership to Norfolk Parish Training and Support.  The quote for annual membership from April 2025 for £150 and the quote for membership up until the 31st March 2025 of £37.50 was APPROVED.
d) Internal Auditor for 2024-25.  The quote from the Virtual Auditor for £70 was APPROVED. 
e) Safety Mirror for Stalham Road Footpath.  The quote from Amazon for a 45cm wall mounted safety mirror was APPROVED for £37.99.
10. Community Payback Scheme
Norfolk Probation Service are providing free labour for parish council projects and have asked the council if there are any jobs they can support with.  It was AGREED councillors would think of any forthcoming projects such as litter picking and hedge cutting.
11. Landscaping the village island
Two parishioners have agreed to return the island to its original landscaping design.  They will contact local garden centres to see if they will donate some stones/plants.
12. 4G Mobile Signal
Approximately five years ago the parish council investigated whether a telephone mast could be fitted in Sea Palling, however no suitable land was identified.  Cllr Bird said that both the County and District Councillors said they could have one if they wanted one.  It was unanimously AGREED Sea Palling needs better mobile coverage.  The clerk will contact Cllr Price and Cllr Blathwayt to see how we can progress this.
13. Norfolk Association of Local Councils Voting Paper
As the parish council did not attend the AGM and do not have any direct involvement with NALCS governance, it was AGREED not to participate in the voting paper.
14. Training
The clerk circulated training available for councillors.  It was AGREED if anyone would like to attend training, they will inform the clerk.
15. Future communications methods regarding parish matters
It was AGREED to set up an information only parish council Facebook page.  It was AGREED to give the Coastal Group of Parishes an annual donation of £50 to advertise the dates of parish council meetings in their monthly newsletter.  It was AGREED information affecting nearby parishes such as road closures etc. would be shared with them.
16. Items for the next agenda
Apologies were given by Cllr Deary and Cllr Preston for the February meeting.
17. Next Meeting
It was NOTED that the date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 18th February 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.

Meeting closed at 19:52.


Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerkseapallingpc@gmail.com 
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