


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

18th February 2025
Sea Palling Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), Cllrs:  S Burrell, G Casson and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B Furr (Parish Clerk).  County Cllr Price, District Cllr Blathwayt and one member of the public.
Public Participation
A member of the public expressed their irritation regarding the clerk and chair holding a meeting in Sandy Hills Café discussing items on the agenda – one of which was a personal interest.  The chair apologised to the member of the public for any upset this had caused.  The items discussed had already been published in the public domain were not confidential.
County Cllr Price circulated a report prior to the meeting which is included at the end of these minutes.  The chair thanked County Cllr Price for all his efforts addressing the issues with the Beach Road closure.
District Cllr Blathwayt explained that there will be consequences to NNDC’s assets when Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils unify, it is likely that public toilets will no longer be funded.  
The Government has opened a public consultation and there will be a meeting for town and parish councils.  District Cllr Blathwayt agreed to forward the link and consultation.
There is a budget meeting at NNDC tomorrow.  District Cllr Blathwayt will update the parish council with their decision.
Main Meeting
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllr Preston (Vice Chair), Cllr Deary and Cllr Draper.
2. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations
None
3. Minutes of the parish council meeting held 21st January 2025 (circulated).
The minutes were APPROVED as a true and accurate record and signed by the chair.
4. Planning
CL/25/0080 - Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach and casual boats for fishing and recreation, including but not limited to the storage of vessels and tractors (to facilitate the launching and recovery of the fishing vessels and others), sheds to enable shelter in adverse weather conditions and any other equipment not mentioned at Beach Cottage, Boat Yard, The Marrams.  It was AGREED to reiterate the parish council’s original comments which fully supported the previous Certificate of Lawfulness application CL/23/0882.
5. Finance
a. Payments received – None and NOTED
b. Payments APPROVED
NPTS		Membership till 01.04.25				£37.50
B.Furr		Safety Mirror						£37.99
Happisburgh PCC	Donation towards village newsletter			£50.00
RBL		Poppy Wreath						£50.00
c. Payments agreed by standing order or direct debit (for information only)
B.Furr		Clerks Salary for January				£487.17
B.Furr		Clerks Allowance for January				£55.00
HMRC		Tax for January						£121.80
6. Grant Application
It was AGREED to award £5000 to Sea Palling and Waxham Village Hall charity towards the cost to install solar panels at the community village hall.
7. Litter Bin
An email from a parishioner with a personal interest in where the bin should be located was circulated ahead of the meeting.  It was AGREED the bin should be fitted at the top of Mill Lane where one of the existing dog bins are.  This has already had prior approval from Highways.  The council will ensure that when the bin is fitted there is sufficient space for access to the fencing behind it’s position.
8. Gov.uk Emails
Cllr Bird recently attended training where it was recommended that parish councils have gov.uk emails for data protection purposes.  The clerk had obtained a quote from NALC who supply the parish council’s existing website.  This costs £112 + VAT for a two-year registration with unlimited gov.uk emails.  The quote was APPROVED.
9. Parish Matters
a.  The Beach Road footpath works including a donation to the children who have opened     the gates for school transport.  Cllr Bird reported that the works to the pavement are behind schedule.  After half term the road will be closed again until the work is completed – approximately 5 weeks.  Two children have kindly been opening the gate for the school bus so that the driver can get safe access to collect the children.  It was AGREED to award both children a One for All voucher of 25.00 each as a token for their help.
b. Landscaping the village island.  The clerk circulated a risk assessment for the volunteers prior to the meeting.  It was AGREED the parish council will supply Hi Vis, Gloves and Safety Goggles.  The two volunteers have been asked to provide the parish council with a list of materials they need.
c. Parish Council Facebook page.  Cllr Bird reported that this has been set up as a group rather than a page – so that it is used for information purposes only as agreed at the last meeting.
d. Telephone mast.  District Cllr Blathwayt reported that dustbins are equipped with a kit to measure signals so that the lowest signal area can be identified.  Cllr John Toye has been tasked to put pressure on telephone mast providers to build in the areas where they are most needed.  According to Cllr Toye, Sea Palling has not been identified as one of the lowest areas.  It was AGREED the clerk will contact Cllr Toye to advocate Sea Palling does need a telephone mast.  It was discussed that the Land at Hall Farm had previously been identified as an area for a phone mast, but this was refused by the Planning Department claiming it would be out of character for the area.  District Cllr Blathwayt agreed he would reinvestigate this.
e. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.  Cllr Bird confirmed that a site meeting with Rob Kelly from the Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance has been rescheduled for next Thursday at 10am.  County Cllr Price will be attending with Cllr Bird, Cllr Deary and the clerk.  Justin Le May has also been invited to attend by County Cllr Price.
f. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.  The clerk reported that this has been an ongoing issue for a few years.  Some parishioners allege that when Dune Caravan Park erected new fencing along the footpath a portion of the public footpath was lost (previously two people could walk side by side, but this is no longer possible).  Standing order were suspended whilst an interested party of Dunes Caravan Park explained that the fence was replaced panel for panel and their understanding is this is a permissive footpath.  The clerk explained that Highways Boundaries Team were meant to investigate in 2023 but there has been no action to date.  The clerk is chasing this up but has not had a response from Highways yet.  County Cllr Price agreed he would also chase this up on the parish council’s behalf.
g. Community Fun Day.  It was AGREED to celebrate VE 80th Anniversary on Sunday 11th May.  Cllr Bird reported that she and the clerk had already met with the Sandy Hills owner who will also liaise with the Lifeboat Tavern and Beach Rock café owners to see if they would also like to be involved.  The Sandy Hills Owner suggested that the parish council could contribute towards funding for a face painter or local Punch and Judy entertainer.  Cllr Casson AGREED to liaise with the Punch and Judy Entertainer to see whether he is available.
10. Items for inclusion on the next agenda
Trees on Stalham Road.
A parish council post box.
11. Next Meeting
Tuesday 18th March 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.
12. Clerk’s Six-Month Probation Review.
It was AGREED to exclude the press and public from this meeting under Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 given the sensitive nature of the business to be discussed. 
The Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer’s permanent position was APPROVED following satisfactory completion of their probation period.

Meeting Closed 7:29pm.

NNDC County Councillor Report – February

Norfolk announced as priority area for new powers and funding
Norfolk is set to gain new powers and funding following a significant Government announcement on 5th February 2025. Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner revealed that Norfolk would be a priority area for devolution and local government reform. As part of this, the Government is seeking to create a devolution deal for Norfolk and Suffolk, which would include the introduction of an elected mayor.
In addition, there are plans to reshape local government in Norfolk. The Government intends to replace the current two-tier structure, where services are shared between county and district councils, with unitary authorities. This would centralize decision making and service delivery into a single authority, streamlining local government processes and potentially increasing efficiency and saving taxpayers money.
These changes will empower local areas with more control over their services and funding. For further details on the progress of devolution and the impact of these reforms, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/devolution, where you can also find answers to frequently asked questions from the Local Government Association. To watch an informative video go to our video explaining devolution and local government reform.

Multi-million pound business grants unveiled at launch of ambitious economic plan for Norfolk
Norfolk has launched new grant programmes as part of its five-year economic blueprint. The £1.1m Business Growth Fund offers grants of £5k to £50k, covering up to 30% of project costs. The £1.2m Made Smarter Adoption programme will provide grants of up to £20k, funding up to 50% of advanced manufacturing and engineering projects. These initiatives aim to boost key sectors like clean energy, agri-tech, and research, while unlocking private sector investment. Grants will be
available from April 2025. For more details, visit the Made Smarter Adoption Programme East of England webpage.

Working Well Norfolk helping people with long-term health issues to keep working
A scheme to support people in Norfolk with long-term health issues get back into employment or continue in their jobs has already helped more than 1,100 participants.
The Working Well Norfolk programme, launched in October 2023, supports individuals with long-term health issues to return to or stay in work. It has already helped over 1,100 participants, with 200 moving into work and 150 staying employed despite health challenges. The programme has received 1,600 referrals and will continue for another 18 months, with additional funding to help 730 more people, totalling 1,830 participants by September 2026. The £5.2m project is managed by
Norfolk County Council and delivered by Seetec Pluss and Standguide Ltd. For more info or to refer, visit Working Well Norfolk - Seetec Pluss or call 01603 561054.

500,000 trees planted as part of 1 Million Trees for Norfolk scheme
Norfolk County Council has reached the halfway point of its 1 Million Trees for Norfolk initiative, planting the 500,000th tree. The milestone tree, a Norfolk Oak, was planted at Priscilla Bacon Lodge with support from Paul Bussey, who has funded several tree planting projects. Grown by volunteers at Gressenhall Community tree nursery, the tree is part of the scheme launched in 2020 to plant one million trees across the county. The project has engaged local communities, schools, businesses,
and landowners, with the council aiming to plant 150,000 trees annually until the goal is achieved.

Get hands-on with technology at your local library throughout February
DigiFest is an annual celebration of digital creativity held across Norfolk libraries throughout February, offering free events for children and young people up to age 16. The festival, part of Norfolk County Council's digital inclusion strategy, aims to inspire the next generation of coders and creators by helping hundreds of children develop new skills, boost confidence, and have fun.
Over 100 free events will take place in 47 libraries across Norfolk, including activities like stop-motion animation, basic coding with robots, and 3D pen creations. Special sessions include Lego™ robotics with ICT Solutions, cyber security escape rooms in Thetford and Great Yarmouth, and a virtual reality workshop in Norwich hosted by UST.
DigiFest runs from February 1-28, with many events scheduled during half-term week. All events are free, but pre-booking is required for most. For more information, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/digifest

Made Smarter to boost region's manufacturing and engineering sector
Advanced manufacturing and engineering SMEs in the East of England will receive funding and tailored support through the Made Smarter Adoption East of England programme, managed by Norfolk County Council. The £1.2m grant scheme, in partnership with the Department for Business & Trade, aims to help SMEs adopt Industrial Digital Technologies (IDT) by offering impartial advice, digital readiness roadmaps, and leadership development programs to upskill their workforce.
The programme seeks to address key growth barriers such as limited awareness of IDT and challenges in accessing funding for IDT adoption. SMEs can apply for match-funded grants of up to £20k to invest in new technologies in 2025-2026. In the pilot year, the programme expects to engage 133 businesses, conduct 80 digital roadmap sessions, provide leadership training for 20 senior leaders, and support 24 operational managers in workforce development. It is also anticipated that 24 match-funded grants will be awarded.
The East of England is the UK's third-largest region by GVA, with manufacturing accounting for 10.4% of its output, above the national average. The largest manufacturing sectors in the region include Food & Drink, Pharmaceuticals, and Machinery Equipment. Manufacturing jobs in the region make up 7% of the workforce.
Made Smarter, a partnership between industry and government, aims to help UK manufacturing thrive through digital tools. The initiative projects significant benefits, including an additional £455bn in GVA, a 30% productivity increase, 175,000 new jobs, and a 4.5% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2027. Following the integration of the New Anglia Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering (NAAME) sector support program into Norfolk County Council, the Made Smarter Adoption programme results from ongoing discussions with East of England authorities and stakeholders. The programme’s delivery will be monitored by the Made Smarter East of England Programme Board, which includes industry representatives and officials from Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Hertfordshire,
Bedfordshire, and Cambridgeshire. Businesses can register for the programme starting 1 April 2025 via the national Made Smarter Adoption website. For inquiries, contact madesmarter@norfolk.gov.uk.

Campaign sees nearly 2,000 potentially dangerous batteries and chargers removed from sale
A regional campaign led by Trading Standards from nine local authorities in the East of England removed over 1,800 potentially dangerous batteries and chargers from sale. This action followed a rise in fires involving lithium-ion batteries, commonly found in devices like phones, laptops, and power tools. Trading Standards tested 22 items, all purchased online, with 13 failing safety checks, including risks of fire and electric shock.
Residents are advised to follow charging recommendations and avoid charging devices while asleep or away. For safety tips or to report unsafe products, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/lithiumbatteries or contact Citizen's Advice Consumer Service at 0808 223 1133. In case of a fire, evacuate immediately, call 999, and avoid re-entering the building. Dispose of lithium-ion batteries at recycling centres, not in household bins. Visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/recyclingcentres.



Norfolk Youth Justice Service rated "good" with staff who go "above and beyond" for children
Norfolk Youth Justice Service (NYJS) has received an overall rating of "good," after an inspection by His Majesty's Inspectorate of Probation (HMIP), describing staff as "motivated" and "creative" going "above and beyond" to support the children they work with.
The report followed a visit by inspectors in October - the first in 12 years. NYJS is a multi-agency partnership hosted within Norfolk County Council's Children's Services. Its aim is to prevent children from offending, help them repair the damage they cause victims and help children achieve their potential. The inspection found the governance of Norfolk YJS to be strong, with an experienced independent chair of the management board, who is "skilled and knowledgeable." The quality of resettlement policy and provision was separately rated as "outstanding."

Cllr Richard Price


Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerkseapallingpc@gmail.com 
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