Chairman’s Report May 2024

Following the election in May 2023, we began te new term considering concerns, (mainly and understandably from residents in Waxham), about the forthcoming season at Poplar Farm.   Clearly, this matter comes under the auspices of the DC and local police. Councillor Harry  Blathwayt was the main point of reference and liaison between the DC, Police and residents and the PC thanks him for handling this sensitive issue.

New and tighter restrictions (security in particular and control of numbers attending) were the main thrust of the newer policies employed by the new owners. Subsequently, and whilst some residents were still unhappy about aspects of the camp, (music events were a large 'bone of contention') both the DC and local police felt that the camp was far better run than previously, restrictions largely followed and the police in particular were satisfied that internal controls were better than previous years.

Parking -  still remained an issue, particularly at the sea end of Beach Road, despite the new restrictions and approaches to both the local authority and MP were made in an effort to secure tighter and more frequent enforcement.

Clink Lane - yet another meeting with Highways to discuss the ongoing problem of flooding and degradation of the road. Despite agreement to the key points arising from the meeting and assurances from Highways  that certain remedial works would be costed, we have heard nothing more.

Flooding - during the autumn of 2023 and through into the winter flooding became a major issue especially in Stalham road as a result of which, three residents vehicles were damaged beyond repair. Highways did respond and ditches and drains were cleared to alleviate the problem both in Stalham rd and other parts of the village. In addition, further ongoing works have been scheduled and also a programme for ongoing maintenance is being put in place. Especial thanks for the intervention of Richard Price and also to local farmer and member of the IDB, Mark Harris, for providing some really valuable information and insight into the whole drainage system for Sea Palling and the surrounding area.

Ramp - the EA carried our rudimentary repairs to the sea side of the ramp which are already degrading and further works (we are told) are to be scheduled.

Finally, two noteworthy donations - £250 to the first responders who are much needed especially during busy months and also £500 to the Community Trust who are updating the defibrillator by the public toilets. A big thank you to the CT for all the good work they do in the village.
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