


[image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES

18th March 2025
Sea Palling Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  S Burrell, G Casson, S Deary, A Draper and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B Furr (Parish Clerk).  County Cllr Price, District Cllr Blathwayt and seven members of the public.
Public Participation
A member of the public expressed their concerns about the way they were treated by the parish council with regards to the two trees planted on Stalham Road and asked the parish council to reimburse them or they would dig up the trees.   
The clerk referred to the report written by the previous clerk and approved by the council in June 2024 which explained why payment had not been forthcoming.  The clerk explained that a valid receipt is required in line with the parish council’s financial regulations.
The member of the public explained that the trees had clearly been obtained and planted.
The chair AGREED to move Item 6a to the top of the agenda and commence the meeting before Cllr Blathwayt and Cllr Price’s reports.
Main Meeting
1. Two trees on Stalham Road (was 6a)
It was AGREED to pay £120 to the parishioner that planted the two trees on Stalham Road.  This is against the clerk’s guidance as the Responsible Financial Officer because the receipt did not correspond with the amount the parish council agreed (the parishioner paid more without consulting the parish council before buying them) and the date of the receipt did not correspond with the date the parishioner had planted the trees.  The parishioner states the first receipt was dated in error by the supplier and the second receipt obtained was dated from when she was asked to provide another receipt by the parish council.
Standing order suspended.
North Norfolk District Council News – Cllr Blathwayt
· The Certificate of Lawfulness for the Boatyard at The Marrams was refused despite the parish council’s report and six declarations in favour.
· The fly tipping on Waxham Road is being pursued strongly by the district council. 
· The developments on the Marrams remain open to the Enforcement Team.  
· Nurdles have washed up along the West Norfolk Coast following the ship collision in the North Sea.  There have not been any reports in Sea Palling yet, but the Environmental Agency are carrying out inspections.
· North Norfolk District Council are likely to support a three unitary authority approach regarding Devolution and the Local Government Reform.  
Cllr Blathwayt then leaves for another meeting at 18:49.
Norfolk County Council News – Cllr Price
· The parish partnership bid for village gateway signs on  Waxham Road was successful.
· The work on Beach Road pavements will be finished before the Easter Holiday.
· Rob Kelly from Norfolk Flooding Strategic alliance has agreed to have the culvert inspected on Clink Lane once the dykes have been cleared.  Rob is moving jobs, so Richard will find out who will be taking over.
· Cllr Price is chasing Highways up regarding the damage which was caused by the footpath contractors to a parishioner’s gate.
· Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils are on the priority list for a Mayoral Authority.  Elections have been postponed till May 2026.  An interim report has been submitted which proposes there should only be one unitary authority responsible for Norfolk and Suffolk.  NCC will make their final submission in September 2025.
· The parish council were asked to consider co-funding a Traffic Regulation Order with Cllr Price for a no parking restriction along Beach Road from 1st April.  This is because of issues with congestion and pedestrian safety on Beach Road during Easter.  The cost of this is £10K in total.  In the interim Cllr Price suggested putting cones along the road.  If the parish council agree to apply for a TRO, Cllr Price suggests the parish council submits a detailed letter to Highways, carries out a petition in support of the TRO and obtain letters of support from our MP, Police, Fire and Ambulance.
The chair agreed to move item 6b forward.
2. Beach Road Footpath and Parking during Easter (was 6b).
It was AGREED to put cones along Beach Road during the Easter Holiday to prevent people parking.  Cllr Burrell agreed to source the cones and send a map of where these will be to Cllr Price to forward onto Highways.  Cllr Draper suggested planting daffodils along the grass verges to discourage parking.  This would need to be carried out later in the year.
Cllr Deary reported there are already cracks along the footpath.  Cllr Price said this has been reported to Highways.  Cllr Casson  reported issues with people parking in the passing places.  It was AGREED the clerk will contact Highways to see whether they would support signage being put up.
Cllr Price leaves the meeting at 19:19.  Standing orders reinstated.
3. Apologies for Absence
None.
4. Declarations of interests and requests for dispensations
Cllr Preston declared an interest in item 8d.
5. Minutes of the parish council meeting held 18th February 2025 (circulated).
The minutes were APPROVED as a true and accurate record and signed by the chair.
6. Planning
CL/25/0080 - Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach and casual boats for fishing and recreation, including but not limited to the storage of vessels and tractors (to facilitate the launching and recovery of the fishing vessels and others), sheds to enable shelter in adverse weather conditions and any other equipment not mentioned at Beach Cottage, Boat Yard, The Marrams.  It was NOTED that despite the parish council’s support and the six statutory declarations in favour of the application, NNDC refused the certificate of lawfulness.  The applicant will be appealing the decision to the Planning Inspectorate.
7. Finance
	Payments received - None

	Payment’s APPROVED

	B.Furr
	Safety equipment for landscaping work
	£14.27

	NPTS
	Annual Membership 2025-26
	£139.08

	Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary - February
	£487.37

	B.Furr
	Clerks Allowance - February
	£55.00

	HMRC
	PAYE February
	£121.60


8. Parish Matters
c. Landscaping the village island.  Cllr Bird confirmed PPE has been provided for the two volunteers undertaken the work.  There is a budget of £500, approved under the parish partnership bid.  Once the island has been cleared the volunteers will provide a list of plants, gravel etc. needed.  It was AGREED the volunteers should receive a donation for their efforts.  This is to be discussed again once the job is finished.
d. Telephone mast.  The clerk contacted Cllr John Toye who is collating information about North Norfolk Villages that need better m bile signal.  He has asked the parish council to identify locations.  Cllr Burrell proposed near the Church and Cllr Preston stated that the village hall committee are tentatively interested depending on the type of mast and revenue received.  The clerk will enquire whether residential land is a possibility.
e. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.  Cllr Rowe confirmed the dykes are being cleared Thursday.  The clerk will inform Rob Kelly to arrange for the culvert to be inspected.
f. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.  The clerk reported there is no update.  Cally Keohane – Senior Research and Information Officer is investigating the matter but has just returned from two weeks annual leave.
g. Safety mirror.  It was AGREED to fit the safety mirror to the public right of way post on Stalham Road so that pedestrians can see oncoming traffic at the junction.  Cllr Preston  will ask Reuben (local handyman) to carry this out.
h. Community VE Day.  Three quotes were considered for a children’s face painter.  The quote from Lauren Muir was APPROVED at £40 per hour.  It was AGREED to book 2 hours.  
i. Parish Council Post Box.  The clerk sent various links to the types of post boxes available.  It was AGREED the council need to speak to the shop to see whether this could be placed next to the noticeboard.  A local business may be prepared to donate a parish council plaque to go on the post box.
j. Parish Partnership Scheme for Village Gateway Signs.  The bid was successful.  Both the parish council and NCC will pay £1156 each for the village gateway sign.  It was AGREED to order the village gateway sign specified on the application form as recommended by Highways.
k. Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation Consultation.  Cllr Bird gave an overview of the virtual meeting held with Cllr Adams (slides were circulated ahead of the meeting).  It is likely that assets currently managed by NNDC will no longer be funded and the parish council will be approached to take them on.  This includes the public toilets and car park.  
It was AGREED to defer this matter to the next meeting and give Councillors time to review the consultation questions.  
9. Annual Parish Meeting
It was AGREED to hold this at 6pm on Tuesday 15th April 2025 at Sea Palling Village Hall. 
10. Items for the next agenda
Insurance quotes – due 1st June 2025.
Devolution and Local Government Reform Consultation.
Signs for the passing places on The Marrams.
11. Next Meeting
Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 6.45pm, following the Annual Parish Meeting at 6pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.

Meeting closed 19:46.





Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerkseapallingpc@gmail.com 
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