


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
MINUTES

15th April 2025
Sea Palling Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  From the Parish Council - V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) S Burrell, G Casson, S Deary and A Draper.  B Furr (Parish Clerk).  County Cllr Price, District Cllr Blathwayt and five members of the public.
Apologies:  Cllr P Rowe
1.  Welcome and Confirmation of the Minutes of the Last Meeting. 
The chair welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.  The minutes of 25th May 2024 were APPROVED and SIGNED by the chair.

County Councillor Richard Price presented a local schoolboy with a £25 voucher on behalf of the parish council.  This is a token of thanks for opening the gates of Hall Farm every morning whilst waiting for their school transport so that the buses could reverse in safely and turn whilst the roadworks was ongoing.  There is also a voucher to be given to another schoolboy upon their return from holiday.

2. Annual Report of the Parish Council. 

Summary for 2024 / 2025

It’s been a year of changes for the Parish Council. Sadly in June we accepted the
resignation of our clerk Patsy and then in October also the resignation of our long term
Chair, Kevin. Both of them gave their unwavering time and support to the PC and we miss
their counsel and wisdom but wish them both well for the future.

On the upside, in July we welcomed our new clerk Becky and in the short time she has been
with us she has established herself as a fount of knowledge and we hope to be able to keep
her guidance for many years! In November, due to Kevin’s resignation and a previous
vacancy, we were able to co-opt two new councillors in Patricia and Amanda to get us back
up to full strength and also elect a new Chair and Vice Chair in myself and Clive.
Groyne Refurbishment - work has now been completed up to Eccles, this ongoing project by
the Environment Agency is now moving on to Waxham and will be continuing to Winterton in
due course.

Clink Lane - continues to be a long-standing issue with flooding on the corner - members of
the PC, Community Trust and our County Councillor had a meeting with a Director of the
Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance in late February at Clink Lane which was very
encouraging. A further meeting has been arranged with Anglian Water to survey and clean
the culvert under the road which is suspected to be one of the issues. We will continue to
chase this up and hopefully a solution with multi agency co-operation can finally be found.

Dog bin - One of the two dog bins at the top of Mill Lane has been moved to outside the
Churchyard in Church Road where it is much needed. A double general purpose bin has
been installed in its place - this gives us more room at Mill Lane for all the extra waste
produced during the tourist season, whilst still keeping one of the dedicated dog waste bins.

Beach Road - the main bone of contention this year - works started in early January on the
new footpath - it quickly became clear that the 6 weeks timescale was not going to be met.
There were some issues with access but on the whole residents and businesses have been
accepting of the contractors’ management of the works. NCC agreed to stop the works
during February half term which went some way to helping our local businesses with trade.
Sadly though the works timescale doubled and was not completed until 31 March. Thanks
go to Richard Price for all his support and to farmer Mark Harris for his help with the bus
turning situation!

Dune Lodge footpath encroachment - we continue to chase NCC and hope to have an
update for our April meeting.

Sea Palling Boatyard - a second application for a Certificate of Lawfulness was rejected by
NNDC despite PC support. Media coverage has since been extensive and petitions, both
online and paper, have gained around 2000 signatures at the time of writing. The
community support for the fishermen is extensive and our local MP has also given his
backing. An appeal may be lodged to the Planning Inspectorate with a request for a public
enquiry. We will continue to monitor this.

Traffic Island - two local residents stepped forward to tidy up and maintain the traffic island -
this voluntary work has started and will be ongoing.

A safety mirror has been installed at the footpath exit in Stalham Road - giving better
visibility for a safer exit when crossing the road here.

Poplar Farm - we received two separate complaints (August 2024 & March 2025), both of
which were passed on to our local Beat Officer. In August, Cllr Preston had a walk round the
site with the owner and reported that considerable financial investment had been made to
provide what appears to be a safe and well organised venue. An external security firm,
ample first aid facilities, fire points with extinguishers and water buckets were all noted and a
very strict rule was in place that barbecues had to be sited off the ground to prevent potential
grass fires. Hopefully these improvements will be maintained going forward into Summer
2025.

Mobile Signal - NNDC are currently gathering evidence on the lack of mobile coverage in the
area and the Parish Council is in dialogue with the Councillor tasked with this. Sadly there is
no easy option but we will continue to actively pursue this for our community. Various village
locations have already been discounted - a parcel of land, not too near the sea and with
easy access, is needed - if we can pinpoint this, then we are one step closer!

Social Media & Info Sharing - in February we set up an official PC Facebook Group which
will be for information only - currently trying to boost membership! We also post on Nextdoor
to catch that demographic as well! A Parish Council postbox will be installed next to the PC
noticeboard at the shop for any residents who are not on social media who wish to contact
the PC. We agreed to share relevant local info with our neighbouring Parish Councils - road
closures etc.

Devolution - local government reorganisation looks like being the hot topic for the next
couple of years - the main issue for SP could be the loss of the toilets and car park from
NNDC control - there may be an option for the PC to take these on as assets - the financing
of this would be the overriding consideration and is a discussion for the future.

Donations agreed - £5000 donation towards the installation of solar panels for our Village
Hall. £120 donation to Suzanne Dickinson for the supply and planting of two trees in Stalham
Rd to replace damaged ones. Two £25 vouchers for local schoolkids Henry and Gabriel for
their help with opening the farm gates for the buses during the road works, great community
spirit, thank you lads!

Val Bird
Chair - Sea Palling & Waxham Parish Council
April 2025

3. Reports from other organisations

Please see the end of these minutes for reports from County Councillor Richard Price, Sea Palling & Waxham Community Trust and Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall.

4. Open Forum

A parishioner asked whether the public toilets are under threat.  District Cllr Blathwayt explained that the parish council might be approached by NNDC to take these on as a consequence of the local government reorganisation.

A parishioner wanted it formally noted that they fully support the Boatyard and questioned why the family objecting to the boatyard chose to buy a second property that backs onto the Boatyard.

A letter from the fisherman at the Boatyard was read out at the meeting which expressed their sincere thanks for the parish council’s support.

5. Close

The meeting closed at 18:31pm.



Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerkseapallingpc@gmail.com 
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