


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday 20th May 2025 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  S Burrell, G Casson, S Deary, A Draper and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B Furr (Parish Clerk), District Cllr Blathwayt, David Will – Property Consultant and four members of the public.
Public Participation
County Councillor Price have given his apologies and wished to congratulate Sea Palling for obtaining their blue flag status. 
District Councillor Blathwayt reported on car parking matters.  There have been people sleeping overnight in coastal car parks.  This is a recurrent problem and Cllr Blathwayt agreed to raise it again with the parking enforcement team.  Horse boxes are allowed on the Clink Road Car Park, but there is a bylaw in Norfolk that you are not allowed to break them in or use them for racing.
District Councillor Blathwayt reported that NNDC will be introducing weekly food waste collections.  
David Wills – Property Consultant was invited to the parish council meeting to explain how he could support the parish council in making a retrospective planning application for the fishing yard.  He gave an overview of the two previous attempts the landowner was refused a Certificate of Lawfulness for fishing at the fishing yard.  
District Councillor Blathwayt stated that parish councils are entitled to a 50% discount of the fee to make a planning application.  Mr Will’s fee is £600.00.  Mr Will confirmed that up to 10 boats have been proposed between Mr Will and NNDC.  If the planning application is called to committee – Mr Will said it was important a representative from the parish council is there to speak.
Main Meeting
1) Elections
Cllr Bird was unanimously elected as chair.  Cllr Preston was unanimously elected as Vice Chair.  Declarations of acceptance of office were signed by both parties.
2) Apologies for absence
Apologies received from County Councillor Richard Price were ACCEPTED.
3) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Bird had a pecuniary interest in item 6b.
4) Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held 15th April 2025.
These were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.
5) [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Planning Applications 
a. The Boatyard, The Marrams.  David Will’s quotation to support the parish council in making a retrospective planning application was APPROVED.  David will email the clerk his terms and conditions following the meeting.
6) Finance
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	NNDC
	Precept (1of 2 instalments for 2025-26)
	£6954.00

	HMRC
	VAT reclaim for 2024-25
	£379.61

	b. Payments APPROVED

	Zurich
	Insurance 01.06.25 – 31.05.26
	£300.00

	NCC
	Village Gateway Signs and Island Renovation (funded jointly with NCC under the Parish Partnership Scheme 2024/25)
	£1806.00

	R.Woolston
	Suggestion sign for PC Post Box
	£20.00

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses including x4 £15 Amazon vouchers for VE day Event drawing competition winners.
	£92.00onditions 

	RBL
	Donation for RBL Merchandise given to VE Day Event drawing competition winners.
	£20.00

	V.Bird
	Materials for the Island Renovation
	£60.46

	c. Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary - April
	£487.17

	HMRC
	PAYE April
	£150.59


d. The internal auditors report for year ending 31st March 2025 was considered and it was AGREED to carry out the recommended actions in their report.  Moving forward Cllr Deary will check all invoices at parish council meetings.  Cllr Bird and Cllr Preston will APPROVE payments submitted by the clerk.
e. The Certificate of Exemption Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024-25 was APPROVED.
f. The governance statements on the annual return for 2024/25 was APPROVED and SIGNED.
g. The statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for 2024/25 was APPROVED and SIGNED.
7) Parish Matters
a. Beach Road Traffic Regulation Order.  Cllr Bird reported there are approximately 50 signatures on the petition (one in the shop, the other in the pub).  However, County Cllr Price said we need about 100.  It was AGREED Cllr Bird will put a post on the parish council Facebook page reminding people to sign if they support the scheme.
b. Landscaping the village island.  The two parishioners have worked hard, and the island is looking much better.  It was AGREED to give each of them £100 Amazon Gift Card as a token for their hard work.
c. Telephone mast.  The clerk wrote to MP Aquarone who has been working with Vodafone to get better mobile coverage in Norfolk.  He is aware of our concerns for Sea Palling and will continue to keep us informed with any progress.
d. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.  Cllr Rowe reported that the Sea Palling and Waxham Parish Council Trust managed to find a bit of the pipe and have marked this with a cone.  County Councillor Price has been in touch with Anglian Water and they have agreed to inspect it.
e. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.  The clerk reported that there has been no response from Martin Caplin at NCC Trials Team despite two emails asking for an update.  The clerk will ask County Councillor Price to chase this up.
f. Parish Council Post Box.  This has been fitted on the shop wall.  Cllr Bird has the key.
g. Designated parking for Blue Badge Holders.  The clerk has emailed the Blue Badge Holding Team for advice.  The clerk reported that according to the Equality Act 2010 car park owners should make reasonable adjustments to ensure that there is accessibility for disabled motorists.  However, there is no legal obligation.  It was AGREED the clerk will write to landowner of the private car park opposite the fish and chip shop to see whether they would provide disabled parking.
h. Beach wheelchair. Standing orders suspended.  District Councillor Blathwayt stated there was a better argument for Sea Palling obtaining a beech wheelchair with its blue flag status.  A parishioner suggested the council investigates the Access for All Scheme in Devon.  The parishioner also proposed the council investigate a Changing Place toilet facility and advised we liaise with Hall Farm Cottages in Horning.  Standing orders reinstated.  
i. Quotes to clean the bus shelter windows.  The quote from NJL Window Cleaning was APPROVED.  Stalham Rd - £30 for first clean, then £20 thereafter every 8 weeks.  Beach Rd - £20 for first clean, then £10 thereafter every 12 weeks.
j. Local Government Reorganisation and potential effect on car park and public toilets assets.  The clerk asked District Councillor Blathwayt for financial information about the car park and toilets, as we have been told these assets might be passed to the parish council as part of the devolution and local government reorganisation.  District Councillor Blathwayt stated that the financial information is available on the NNDC website and that it is unlikely car parks would come under the management of the parish council because of the income they generate.
k. Another safety mirror for Stalham Road.  It was AGREED that the visibility was good enough and another safety mirror is not required.
l. Parking at St Margaret’s Place.  This has been resolved.  The grass cutters have now had access.
8. NNDC’s Street Trading Consultation
It was AGREED that there are no other areas in Sea Palling suitable for street trading, as there are already established businesses.
9. IT Policy and Grant Awarding Policy
These were reviewed and APPROVED.
10. What’s App and Google Drive
Now we have the gov.uk emails, it was AGREED to monitor whether What’s App group would be beneficial.  It was AGREED for transparency purposes councillors should have read only access to the parish council cloud (Google Drive) – where all information is stored.  The clerk will circulate the link.
11. Gov.uk email use
It was AGREED all councillors, and the clerk will have the new gov.uk email address set up by the 27th May 2025.  The clerk will put an out of office message on the old email account to inform people of the new email address.
12. Items for inclusion on the next agenda
Footpath grass cutting.  The clerk has obtained quotes.  Cllr Draper proposed the council ask the Community Payback Scheme if they can do the initial cut.  The clerk will investigate.
Sign at the top of Beach Road to notify visitors of the businesses at the bottom of the road.
13. Next meeting 
Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.

Meeting closed at 20:29.



Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerk@spw-pc.gov.uk

image1.jpeg




