


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  V Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  S Deary, A Draper and P Rowe.  
In Attendance:  B Furr (Parish Clerk), District Cllr Blathwayt, County Cllr Richard Price and three members of the public.
Public Participation
A member of the public wished to formally thank District Cllr Harry Blathwayt for sorting a problem they had.
Norfolk County Council (NCC) Cllr Richard Price report
1. From the 1st July NCC have a £5K Community Fund for supporting community-based activities.  There will be a full briefing for cllrs shortly and more information to follow.
2. It was agreed County Cllr Price could speak on the relevant parts of the agenda they were involved with.

North Norfolk District Council (NNDC) Cllr Blathwayt report
1. It was agreed to follow up the bin emptying service.  According to the schedule the bins near the ramp should be emptied daily from 17th March to 27th October but this has not been happening.  There was a discussion about whether CCTV should be sited at the bins due to concerns of people dumping domestic waste.  Both the Lifeboat Tavern Pub and Sandy Hills Café have CCTV.  It was proposed the council engage with the business owners to establish if there is coverage where the bins are.
2. Some second homes may have been charged in error.  This is because chalets are exempt from the second home levy because they are Class B.  It was agreed that the council will notify District Cllr Blathwayt if they are aware people have been charged incorrectly.
3. It was AGREED District Cllr Blathwayt could speak on the relevant parts of the agenda they were involved with.
Poplar Farm 
The owner has written to the council about their plans for the Summer Season.  Please see the report at the end of these minutes.
Main Meeting
1) Apologies for absence
The apologies received from Cllr Burrell and Cllr Gasson were ACCEPTED.
2) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Deary declared an interest in item 6e.
3) Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held 20th May 2025.
These were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.
4) [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Planning Applications 
The Fishing Yard, The Marrams. David Will, Property Consultant had submitted his planning statement for the parish council’s consideration, in respect of the fishing yard at the Marrams.  This was APPROVED and the clerk will instruct Mr Wills to proceed with the retrospective planning application on behalf of the parish council.
5) Finance
	a. Payments received – None and NOTED

	b. Payments APPROVED

	The Virtual Auditor
	Internal Audit 2024-25
	£70.00

	David Will
	Property Consultant – Appointed to support the parish council’s retrospective planning application for The Boatyard, The Marrams.
	£600.00

	Lauren Muir
	Facepainting service for VE Day Event
	£120.00

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses including x2 £100 Amazon vouchers for volunteers who renovated the island.
	£246.40

	c. Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary – May 2025
	£487.17

	HMRC
	PAYE May 2025
	£150.59


6) Parish Matters
a. Beach Road Traffic Regulation Order. 
There are currently eighty plus signatures on the petitions held at the pub and shop.  All are in favour of a full year parking ban on Beach Road.  County Cllr Price reported that it was unlikely NCC Highways would agree to an all-year ban but would support an extended ban from March till October.  County Cllr Price encouraged councillors to send him as many photos as possible of the parking problems on Beach Road.  He has a meeting with Highways next month to discuss this.
b. Telephone mast.
MP Aquarone is fully aware of the parish council’s concerns and has been engaging with Vodaphone about this matter.  District Cllr Blathwayt stated he had written to the councillor for Martham to see whether we could join, but the Cllr stated Martham is well served for mobile signal (contrary  to Cllr Draper’s experience when working in this area).  District Cllr Blathwayt stated he would continue to pursue this matter.
c. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.
Following Anglian Water flushing the pipe, it was recommended that the ditches are dug below pipe level to improve water flow.  Sea Palling & Waxham Community Trust have agreed they will carry this out.  There is also another pipe which needs flushing out near the walkway.  The clerk has sent a photo and a what 3-word reference to County Cllr Price, however the what 3 word reference was not accurate to the location.  The clerk will explore this further.
d. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.
A site visit has been undertaken the National Trails Team.  The investigation is ongoing, and they are now in regular contact with the parish council about this matter.
e. Designated parking for Blue Badge Holders.
The clerk wrote to the landowners of the two private car parks.  There has not been a response from the landowner of the car park opposite the fish and chip shop to date.  Cllr Deary said that she and her husband were looking into providing two disabled parking bays in their car park, which was warmly welcomed by the parish council.


f. Beach wheelchair.
Cllr Draper reported she had been researching into this matter and suggested the wheelchairs could be kept in a small shed near the toilets.  There was a discussion about the practicality of managing the booking system for the wheelchair, risk assessments, whether both a child and adult wheelchair should be provided and the accessibility issues pushing a beach wheelchair up and down the ramp.  It was AGREED more research was needed into this.  County Cllr Price suggested beach matting as an alternative and agreed to send information to the clerk to investigate further. 
g. Changing Places Toilet Facility.
Cllr Draper reported she had been researching into this matter with various companies who provide Changing Place Toilet Facilities.  The clerk had contacted the landowner at Hickling Hall Farm for advice (as they have accessible accommodation facilities) and received information about grants obtainable.  The clerk had liaised with an organisation that provides Changing Place toilets and sent photos of the existing facilities…as a rough financial guide they determined it would cost £50K to change the shower room to a changing place facility.  District Cllr Blathwayt proposed the council engage with Cllr Emma Spagnola, who has campaigned for Changing Place Facilities in Norfolk.
h. Brown tourism sign at the top of Beach Road.
The clerk reported that an assessment would be required.  This costs £150 and there is no guarantee that Highways will approve the tourism sign.  (There is already a sign for the beach and toilets on the island).  The cost for a brown tourism sign ranges from £800 - £3000 depending on the number of signs and their size.  It was AGREED to abandon the idea of another tourism sign (which would have included food, drink and retail facilities at the bottom of Beach Road, however it was assumed tourists would expect these facilities at a beach).
i. Grass cutting village footpaths. 
NCC have cut the footpaths which were overgrown, however these will only be done twice a year.  The clerk obtained a quote from the current contractors, however it was AGREED rather than to enter to a contract, the parish council would seek a one-off quote as and when needed to maintain safe passage on the footpaths.  The footpaths include:
1.  Footpath between Church Close to Churchyard
2. Footpath between Stalham Road and Chapel Road  
3. Top bit of the footpath from Chapel Road which runs down to Clink Lane.
j. Boat on Waxham Road.
It was AGREED to abandon this idea due to concerns about ongoing voluntary support to water and maintain the boat (as a planter) due to the location.  NCC Highways already refused the verge opposite the island  near Beach Road due to visibility splay issues.
k. Bike racks.
Cllr Bird reported that the original location for bike racks near the bus stop was not approved by Highways.  Cllr Bird proposes the bike rack is placed at the front of the bins near the ramp, providing the BBQ bin can be moved to an alternative location.  The clerk will check with Highways.  Two quotes were considered for the bike racks.  It was AGREED to approve the quote from Glasdon for a six-bike rack at £160 plus installation fee.  Cllr Preston AGREED to see whether the local handyman could install these pending authorisations from Highways.
The clerk reported NNDC would install bike racks at their car park if the parish council supplied the cycle racks, however as the car park is on Clink Lane and away from the beach and amenities, it was AGREED this is not a desirable location.
l. Save our seals signage.
It was AGREED to accept the offer from The Friends of Horsey Seals to fund signage at Sea Palling and Waxham Beaches which request flying rings are not bought to the beaches to protect the seals.  It was NOTED that the local shops in Sea Palling do not sell these.  
m. Bi-annual newsletter for residents.  
The clerk AGREED to produce a bi-annual newsletter and will liaise with Emma Lawrence who produces the parish newsletter so these can (hopefully) be delivered together to parishioners.  The newsletter will include contact information, what the parish council is responsible for, what it has achieved to date, projects underway and request parishioners’ views for future wishes.
7) Items for inclusion on the next agenda
Photographic ID for members of the parish council so they are recognisable at parish council supported events (i.e. VE Day).
8) Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting on Tuesday 15th July 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.

Meeting closed 19:33

Poplar Farm Report
The camp will open on Saturday 19th July and will run through until the August Bank Holiday Monday 25th. 

We will be running the same two licenced music events as we did last year, and these will be on Saturday 9th August between2.00pm and 12.00 midnight and Saturday 23rd August between 2.00pm and 12.00 midnight. The first event will be our disco / DJ night, and the second will be the World Music Event. 

We have continued to make improvements to the site and this year we are introducing a new booking in system which will make controlling the site even better. We had a meeting with the Police yesterday to discuss this year’s camp, and everything seems to be going well. 
It was good to meet Clive last year and I would like to extend an invitation to any Parish Council Member who would like to have a look around and see what we are doing at any time. 

Just one comment – I am slightly concerned that the new sea defences have been left in such a way that will allow anyone who can get a vehicle onto the beach to travel to our site from either direction. I did question this with the contractors, who were based on the farm, and they said that this was how they had been told to do it. 

If you have any questions, please let me know 
With best regards 




Contact the Council: Please email the Clerk:  clerk@spw-pc.gov.uk
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