


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday 16th September 2025 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  Val Bird (Chair), Cllrs:  Simon Burrell, Gina Casson and Amanda Draper.  
In Attendance:  County Cllr Richard Price,  District Councillor Harry Blaythwayt, six members of the public and Becky Furr (Parish Clerk).
Public Participation
None.  The chair agreed two items on the agenda could be brought forward and members of the public were invited to speak, followed by county and district councillor reports.
Main Meeting
Item 7a was moved forward.  Beach Road Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).
A member of the public had emailed the council prior to this meeting to share their objections to the Beach Road TRO proposal to extend the no parking restrictions from March – October.  Their main concerns relate to a lack of data to support the traffic flow and accident history.  County Cllr Price responded to the concerns raised by the parishioner and pointed out that 27% of Easters fall in March and the point of the extension was to ensure emergency vehicles have access to the beach during busy tourist periods.  County Cllr Price confirmed that Highways will be carrying out a formal consultation.

It was AGREED to suspend standing orders to allow Mr Matthew Hodder from Vision Norfolk to speak.  Mr Hodder thanked the parish council for their recent donation of £100 and gave a brief presentation on the voluntary work they do.  Please note they are seeking volunteers and if you are interested more information is available at www.visionnorfolk.org.uk, Email volunteers@visionnorfolk.org.uk, Telephone 01603 573000.  Standing orders reinstated.

Item 4h was moved forward.  Electricity Shutdown – 24th October to 28th October at Clink Lane, The Marrams and Sand Hills.
A member of the public expressed concerns about the impact this work will have on their business as they have been informed, they will be without power for a day.  The parishioner asked if the work could be delayed till after half term as this is a busy trading period.  The council AGREED they will contact the contractor to see if this can be postponed, and if this is not possible if affected businesses can be supplied with a generator.  

District Councillor Blathwayt gave an update on Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation.  NCC continue to support that one council for Norfolk is the best option.  Broadland, Breckland, North Norfolk, Norwich City and Great Yarmouth Borough Councils propose a three unitary model (East, West and Greater Norwich).  South Norfolk votes a two unitary model.  (Norwich, East Norfolk and Great Yarmouth and West).


1) Apologies for absence
The apologies received from Cllr Deary, Cllr Preston and Cllr Rowe were ACCEPTED.

2) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
None.

3) Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held 15th July 2025.
These were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.

4) [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Matters Arising
a. Disabled Parking Facilities.  The clerk has written to the landowner of the first private car park on Clink Lane but has not had a response.  The owner of the middle private car park is progressing with disabled parking.
b. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.  Nothing to report.  The investigation is ongoing. 
c. Seal Signage Media Event - Friday 26th September at 10am.  The signs have been delivered.  Cllr Burrell agreed to put these up.  Cllr Bird and Cllr Preston will attend the media event.  
d. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.  Nothing to report.  County Cllr Price agreed he would contact Anglian Water once the dykes have been cleared by Sea Palling & Waxham Community Trust.
e. OP Radium Trigger Plan Support.  The council have signed up to this scheme so that they will receive alerts about courier fraud, which we will circulate to parishioners.
f. Graffiti – Barn on Stalham Road, Public Toilets and Waxham Beach.  The clerk has written to the landowner of the barn regarding graffiti removal.  The graffiti on the toilets has been reported to NNDC and the graffiti at Waxham Beach has been reported to the Environmental Agency.
g. Protruding gabion next to the Public Right of Way by the Public Toilets.  This has now been repaired.
h. Electricity Shutdown – 24th October  - 28th October 2025 at Clink Lane, The Marrams and Sand Hills.  Item moved forward, please see above.
5) To consider and agree any planning applications including those received after agenda is published.
a. PF/25/1396 - The Boatyard, The Marrams. Retrospective planning application for use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach and casual boats for fishing and recreation, including, but not limited to, the storage of vessels and tractors (to facilitate the launching and recovery of the fishing vessels and others), sheds to enable shelter in adverse weather conditions and any other equipment not mentioned required to enable a reasonable living (in fishing) to be made at The Boatyard, The Marrams.
A member of the public emailed the parish council to express their objections regarding this application.  It was AGREED the clerk will ask the parishioner if they consent to their objection being included in the minutes for transparency reasons, as the parish council is the applicant.  (The parishioner has since consented, and their objection is at the end of these minutes).  
Standing orders were suspended.  A member of the public asked why the decision date for the application had been extended.  District Councillor Blathwayt stated that the planning department were still waiting for Highways to respond and as a result an extension was granted till the 24th October 2025.  Cllr Blathwayt assured the parish council that he would call the application to committee if the planning department were mindful to refuse the application.  Standing orders were reinstated.
To date there are 24 supporting comments on the planning portal and two objections.  There was a discussion about the Environmental Agencies comments and whether a flood risk assessment is necessary.  It was AGREED the clerk will contact David Wills for advice.
6) Finance
	a. Payments received – NONE and NOTED

	b. Payments APPROVED

	NJL Windows
	Bus Shelter Window Cleaning
	£50.00

	Casson Fernandos Holding Limited
	VE Day Community Event Expenses
	£1369.33

	Century Printing
	Bi-Annual Newsletter
	£45.75

	Glasdon
	Cycle Rack
	£159.00

	Greenbarnes
	New Parish Council Noticeboard
	£1592.30

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses including printer cartridges, land registry search and ID badges.
	£162.74

	L & M Gardening
	Grass Verge Cutting – Jan to Sept (13 cuts)
Received after the agenda was published.
	£1982.50

	c.  Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	[bookmark: _Hlk208219291]B.Furr
	Clerks Salary – July 2025
	£487.17

	HMRC
	PAYE July 2025
	£150.59

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary – August 2025 – To note this includes backpay from 1st April 2025 as awarded by the Local Government Services Agreement and a pay scale increment from 1st August 2025.
	£576.60

	HMRC
	PAYE August 2025
	£189.77


7) Parish Matters
a. Beach Road Traffic Regulation Order.  Item moved forward, please see above.
b. Beach wheelchair (3 quotes obtained), shed and matting.  The National Trails Team have offered their support to fund a beach wheelchair and storage facilities.  Cllr Draper and the clerk have a site meeting arranged for Wednesday 24th September at 4pm.  Three quotes have been obtained for various styles of beach wheelchairs.  The clerk has sought advice from a local parishioner who has prior experience using beach wheelchairs.  Cllr Draper has also consulted with a local resident for their advice.  The most popular of the 3 options is the Extreme Motus because this has an anti-locking braking system and seems the most practical for navigating the ramp, also beach matting will not be required because of its all-terrain specification.   The clerk asked District Cllr Blathwayt to confirm whether a storage shed for the wheelchair can be put next to the public toilets.  Cllr Burrell also agreed to make enquiries regarding a suitable storage location.
c. Replacing/reparation of the bus shelter on Stalham Road.  A quote for two options was circulated prior to the meeting.  It was AGREED to replace the existing bus shelter for a smaller shelter (4m x 2-meter pitched roof) with clear panels, seating and solar lighting for £10,884 + VAT pending 80% funding agreed from Norfolk District Council.
d. Installation of the Cycle Rack and Parish Council Noticeboard.  Mr Leveridge submitted a quote of £165 to install both items.  This was APPROVED.
e. Village Gateway Signs – Stalham Road end.  It was AGREED to apply to the parish partnership scheme for two village gateway signs from the Stalham end as you enter the village.
f. Mobile Phone Coverage and Emergency Alert Failure.  There was a mixed response received within the village.  Some did not receive the alert; some did but not at the stated time and others received it twice.  It is an ongoing matter and was recently raised in Parliament by MP Steff Aquarone.
8) North Norfolk Holiday Provision Sponsorship for children.
It was AGREED to give a donation of £100.  This is towards the costs of activities and food.
9) Community Defibrillator Awareness Training 
It was AGREED to organise a session for the parish at the village hall. 
10) Local Plan for the Broads Consultation – deadline 26th September.  
It was AGREED not to respond to the consultation because no development has been planned for Sea Palling or Waxham in the local plan.
11) Policies
The Risk Management and Freedom of Information Request Policies (circulated) were APPROVED.
12) Items for the next agenda 
Bottlebank on Beach Road (near the bus shelter)
4G Telephone Mast.
13) Next Meeting 
Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.  

Meeting closed 19:35.

Objection to PF/25/1396 - The Boatyard, The Marrams.
I would like to raise serious concerns about the process of turning the field behind my property into a commercial boatyard.

We reiterate we are not against the fishermen, but we cannot ignore the fact that at every opportunity our flooding concerns have been dismissed out of hand. We believe we are enduring damage to our property from this unplanned development creating an unnecessary flood risk, one that could have been resolved with proper mitigation and dialogue when we asked for it initially.
Our questions from day one were ignored and we were told it was going to be a fisherman’s field and they would do whatever they want. The landowner and interested parties began development with no obvious consideration for drainage. Chartered Civil Engineers, instructed by us, found that the development was the probable cause of our recent repeated flooding, given the scale of the development creating a dam around our property. Driftwood has since installed a land pump to cope with the regular increased water table they experience.

The agent instructed by The Parish Council, using public money to support this private enterprise, has made a number of claims that are obviously false. We do not object based on the noise and our security cameras were only introduced after receiving death threats from the fishermen.
We have lived here for 46 years and only since development began have we been unable to use our driveway during the wetter months of the year. We use the house all year round and not for 6 weeks as falsely claimed. For the majority of the 46 years it was a grassy field and not a boatyard. It is Zone 3 flood risk land with all that entails.

Two earlier planning attempts were proved as unlawful and yet still we see no scale plans of the developed hardstanding or a flood risk assessment submitted with the most recent application.
Villagers in Sea Palling are being told one version of events, even though many of these facts are patently untrue, which has been very traumatic for us as a local family, most of whom live and work in Norfolk close by.

Now that the planning authority has published some of our valid objections we hope that locals will take the time to read the truths of our objection to the development in its current form. Would they be happy with a dam being built around their property?

We attended several meetings of the Parish Council during the first two failed planning attempts, to raise initial concerns and we felt we were largely ignored, which is why we wish this letter to be shared and public knowledge.  Both the previous attempts to gain planning permission were proved unlawful and now we find ourselves in the position we are in. Your planning submission to date has no obvious flood risk assessment, as required by the environment agency, and your agent Mr David Wills continues to dismiss our concerns with no evidence to support his assertions.  His assertions go against that of professionally qualified engineers.

Given that you have chosen to use public money to support this private venture we trust you will uphold the highest standards. We believe you should begin to listen to our valid objections to the current development, as you technically represent us, given that we are council tax payers from several local properties.

Please confirm receipt of this email.

Kind regards,
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