


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  Val Bird (Chair), C Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  Simon Burrell, Gina Casson, Susan Deary, Amanda Draper and Patricia Rowe.  
In Attendance:  District Councillor Harry Blathwayt, David Will – Property Consultant, one member of the public and Becky Furr (Parish Clerk).
Public Participation
None from members of the public.
District Cllr Blathwayt reported that he had attended an overview and scrutiny meeting regarding poor mobile coverage in North Norfolk.  It appeared that providers did not share the same concerns.  Cllr John Toye is pressing on this.  The Planning Department has been asked to look favourably on any sites identified for a phone mast, particularly at sites where defibrillators are.  
Each political party has a competition to be mayor under the devolution and local government reorganisation plans.
The chair agreed Item 5a could be brought forward so Mr Wills could update the council on their retrospective planning application for the boatyard.
Main Meeting
Item 5a was moved forward.  
PF/25/1396 - The Boatyard, The Marrams. Retrospective planning application for use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach and casual boats for fishing and recreation, including, but not limited to, the storage of vessels and tractors (to facilitate the launching and recovery of the fishing vessels and others), sheds to enable shelter in adverse weather conditions and any other equipment not mentioned required to enable a reasonable living (in fishing) to be made at The Boatyard, The Marrams.

The Senior Planning Officer had circulated an email prior to the meeting to Mr Will and the clerk which requested a decision extension of 15th December.  There are outstanding matters in relation to Highways, Flood Risk Assessment and a Site Survey Plan.  The clerk circulated the email to Councillors and District Councillor Blathwayt to consider.  It was AGREED to delegate the clerk permission to instruct Mr Will on the parish council’s next steps.

1) Apologies for absence
The apologies received from County Councillor Richard Price were ACCEPTED.

2) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
None.

3) Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting held 2025.
These were APPROVED and SIGNED as a true and accurate record.

4) [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Matters Arising
a. Disabled Parking Facilities.  This is ongoing.  There has not been any contact from the landowner of the first car park.  Works to  the middle car park are planned, but not underway yet.
b. Footpath between Coastguard Cottages and Dune Lodge Caravan Park.  The investigation is ongoing.  No further update received from the National Trails Team.
c. Flooding issues on Clink Lane.  Sea palling & Waxham Community trust report that NCC will be carrying out work on the dykes at the end of this month.  Once complete County Cllr Price has agreed to liaise with Anglian Water.
d. Bus Shelter – Stalham Road.  This has been ordered via Westcotec, and we are waiting for a start date for works.  The clerk has raised a purchase order for the 80% grant funding with NCC.
e. Community Defibrillator Awareness Training.  This will be held on Saturday 8th November 2025 1-3pm in the village hall.  The council thanked the village hall committee for providing the venue free of charge.  It was AGREED to advertise the training on the parish council’s Facebook page and on the parish notice boards.
f. Enforcement on land opposite The Erie.  Cllr Blathwayt has contacted Enforcement for an update.
g. Restricted Byway on the Marrams.  Cllr Price has contacted Highways for an explanation.

5) Finance
	a. Payments received

	NNDC
	Precept
	£6954.00

	b. Payments to approve

	L & M Gardening Services
	Verge Cutting
	£1982.50

	Driftwood (R Leveridge)
	Installation of cycle rack and noticeboard
	£165.00

	B.Furr
	Clerks Expenses
	£60.80

	RBL
	x2 Wreaths
	£50.00

	c.  Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary - September 2025
	£514.28

	HMRC
	PAYE  - September 2025
	£162.48


d. To financial report and budget for Quarter 2 was REVIEWED (July – September).  As there is a large sum of reserves in the current account it was AGREED to open an instant access savings account so funds can be transferred accordingly.

6) Parish Matters
a. Beach Road Traffic Regulation Order.  Consideration for the TRO is underway.  Highways will be carrying out their own formal public consultation.
b. Graffiti – Barn on Stalham Road.  The owner has written to the parish council giving consent for the barn to be painted.  It was AGREED the council will not paint it, as it is a private barn and is likely to be vandalised again.
c. Beach Wheelchair, Shed and outcome of Accessibility Survey.  Three quotes have been obtained for an XL Beach Wheelchair and a Medium Beach Wheelchair, so that both adults and children can use these.  The owner at Sandy Hills Snack Bar has verbally agreed to store the wheelchairs in his sheds.  The clerk will arrange for this agreement to be put in writing, as required under the FiLP grant terms and conditions.  Cllr Draper reported that 27 people responded to the online accessibility survey and 3 responses were also posted in the suggestion box.  The results showed that physical mobility was the biggest struggle, and a beach wheelchair would be welcome.  The footpath from the NNDC car park to the ramp is an issue, however if the chairs are stored at Sandy Hills there is a loading bay opposite which can be used for drop offs.
d. Village Gateway Signs – Stalham Road end (co-funded under the parish partnership scheme).  Highways are obtaining a quote to replace the existing damaged Sea Palling sign on Stalham Road for a village gateway sign.  There was not enough width on the verge to have two.
e. 4G Telephone Mast.  Two sites have been identified including the land behind the village hall and land on Hickling Lane opposite Bridge Cottage.  The clerk will update Cllr Toye with the details, but there appears to be an issue with finding providers – as reported by District Cllr Blathwayt.
f. Bottle bank.  NNDC no longer provide them.  There is currently a small bottle bank near the Beach Road bus stop.  It was AGREED to take no further action on this matter.
g. Notices and adverts on the traffic island.  It was AGREED that no notices should be placed on the island as this interferes with visibility.  It was AGREED signs could be put on the grass verge opposite.
h. Grass verge cutting contract.  NCC have not increased their financial contribution this year for grass cutting.  This means there is a shortfall for the parish council.  It was AGREED the council should go to tender for next year’s grass cutting contract to ensure best value and quality.
Cllr Preston AGREED to support the clerk with putting a grass cutting tender contract together.  
i. Trespassing private land to access/camp at Waxham Dunes.  A meeting was held with the owners of Poplar Farm, the Police and EA to discuss ways access points to the beach where illegal raves/camping have happened can be prevented.  It was AGREED land registry searches will be carried out by the parish council to ascertain who the landowners are to see if they can work together to deter trespassing.  Another meeting has been scheduled for Thursday 26th March at 4.30pm.  Cllr Burrell agreed to attend the next meeting.

7) Property Flood Reliance Questionnaire
The flood warden is preparing a response which will be circulated shortly to the parish council for consideration.

8) Items on the next agenda
4G Mobile Coverage.
Budget for 2026-27.
Replacing the suggestion box.

9) Next meeting
Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.  (Please note this was originally the 18th November but has been amended so that councillors can attend a meeting on the update of Devolution and the Local Government Reorganisation.)

Meeting closed 19:37.
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