


[image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall
6.30pm


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  Val Bird (Chair), Clive Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  Simon Burrell, Gina Casson, Susan Deary and Patricia Rowe.  
In Attendance:  District Councillor Harry Blathwayt, two members of the public and Becky Furr (Parish Clerk).
Public Participation
A parishioner expressed his concerns about information he had requested from the parish council in relation to the traffic regulation order proposal for Beach Road, which had not been provided to his satisfaction.  
Cllr Bird read a report from County Councillor which stated “I can confirm that County have started the TRO process for Beach Rd and that the next step will be that you, the Parish Council, like all the other consultees, will hear from them in the consultation phase.”
It was advised that if the parishioner wanted any further information, this could be obtained from the County Councillor directly or with NCC Highways. 
The owner of the middle car park on Clink Lane provided an update on the progress of supplying disabled parking facilities.
District Cllr Blathwayt reported that water testing for bathing water quality was carried out in Sea Palling and has been rated excellent.  This means Sea Palling will maintain its blue flag status for next year.
District Cllr Blathwayt gave an update on the Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation meeting he attended, along with Cllr Deary and Cllr Draper.  The Government public consultation is open till the 11th January where you can give your views regarding the proposals for a three, two or one unitary authority.
District Cllr Blathwayt informed the council that a Certificate of Lawfulness application has been submitted by Waxham Sands to extend the occupancy of caravans, motorhomes and tents.  The parish council are not statutory consulted on Certificate of Lawfulness applications but can make representations if they wish. 
Main Meeting
1) Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and ACCEPTED for Cllr Draper and County Cllr Price.

2) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Preston and Cllr Deary declared an interest in item 6e, as parish council meetings are held in the village hall and they are committee members of the village hall.

3) Minutes of the last parish council meeting
The minutes of 21st October 2025 were APPROVED and signed as a true an accurate record.

4) [bookmark: _Hlk57640499]Planning Applications 
a. PF/25/1396 - The Boatyard, The Marrams. Retrospective planning application for use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach.
The Flood Risk Assessment has been completed and submitted to the planning officer as requested.  The deadline decision is the 18th December.  Cllr Bird thanked the clerk for her swift action to get the flood risk assessment carried out.  It was ratified that David Will’s services were no longer required and thanked him for his work to date.

5) Finance
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	HMRC
	VAT Reclaim for Qtr 1 and Qtr 2 
	£540.58

	NCC
	Grant - Bus Shelter Replacement on Stalham Road
	£8707.20

	NCC
	Verge Grass Cutting Contribution
	£856.85

	B. Furr
	Overpayment of salary (standing order was approved after pay date).
	£62.32

	b. Payments APPROVED

	B. Furr
	Clerks Expenses
	£53.40

	Evans Rivers and Coastal Ltd
	Flood Risk Consultancy Service & Assessment
(received after agenda was published)
	£780.00

	c.  Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary - October 2025
	£514.28

	HMRC
	PAYE  - October 2025 – minus overpayment of £27.29
	£135.19


d. The budget was reviewed and the precept for 2026-2027 APPROVED at £14,592.  This is a slight increase of £684 to allow for inflation.

6) Parish matters
a. Beach Wheelchair, Shed, Booking Website and Signage.  The Farming in Protected Landscapes grant application has been submitted for an XL Beach wheelchair, M Beach wheelchair, signage and padlocks.  The clerk has set up a simple booking system, which is free, providing no more than 50 bookings are received per year.  The parish council thanked Charlie at Sandy Hills Café who has agreed in writing to store the beach wheelchairs in his sheds on site.  Cllr Bird expressed her thanks to Cllr Draper and the clerk for their work on this.
b. Grass verge cutting contract.  Cllr Preston and the clerk had a meeting to agree what work needed to be carried out.  It was AGREED the grass verges should be cut weekly from Easter till the end of September.  A one off cut to tidy the edges of the verges is required, where growth has encroached on the footpaths.  The clerk will submit the tender to at least 3 grass cutting contractors.
c. Community Events in 2026.  It was AGREED to set up a working party involving all the community groups and local businesses that would be interested in working together to provide a community event.
d. Sea Palling & Waxham Youth Council.  Cllr Draper proposed this matter but was unable to attend this meeting.  The clerk circulated via email examples of youth councils that have been set up in the UK.  It was AGREED in principle that this was a good idea and would need further investigation to see if there were any interest in the community.
e. 2026 Parish Council meetings.  It was agreed future parish council meetings will be held on the third Monday every month except August and December when there is no meeting.  This will be at 6.30pm in the village hall.
f. New Defibrillator.  Following the very positive defibrillator training, it was AGREED to hold another session.  It was also AGREED that a new defibrillator should be purchased for the wall outside the village hall.  The clerk has applied to the British Heart Foundation for grant funding (outcome within 8 weeks).
g. Anonymous letter regarding parking problems.  This was acknowledged and the parish council will liaise with the civil parking enforcement team when the yellow line restrictions are active.  Concerns about abandoned cars can be reported to North Norfolk District Council.  There is no general duty for homeowners to ensure their property are attractive or tidy.  Further information is available here https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/unsightly-and-derelict-housing.
h. Replacing the suggestion box.  It was AGREED to replace the suggestion box on the front wall at the shop, as it has been mistaken for being a post box.
i. Village Gateway quotation for Stalham Road (Parish Partnership Funding).  The quotation of £2400 was APPROVED.  Cllr Price has AGREED to give £200 from his member’s funding.  The £2200 remaining will be split between NCC and the parish council under the Parish Partnership Scheme.
j. Setting up a parish council WhatsApp Group.  It was AGREED to trial this for 3 months and review if this had been helpful.  This group is for council-related updates, reminders, and urgent information from the Clerk.

7) Items for inclusion on the next agenda
4g Telephone mast.

8) Next meeting
Monday 26th January 2026 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.  

Meeting closed at 19:38.
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