


[bookmark: _Hlk182905215][image: ]SEA PALLING & WAXHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday 26th January 2026 at 6.30pm
Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall


[bookmark: _Hlk177467557]Present:  Val Bird (Chair), Clive Preston (Vice Chair) Cllrs:  Gina Casson, Susan Deary, Amanda Draper and Patricia Rowe.  
In Attendance:  County Councillor Richard Price, District Councillor Harry Blathwayt, 6 members of the public and Becky Furr (Parish Clerk).
Public Participation
It was noted one of the plinths on a tree in Stalham Road has disintegrated.  The clerk will contact the person who planted the tree to see if they want to replace it.
Non-customers have been using the Lifeboat Tavern toilet facilities rather than the public toilets.  It was suggested a sign to advise people where the public toilets are located would help address this issue.  District Cllr Blathwayt agreed to speak to NNDC about this.
County Cllr requested that on November’s draft minutes under item 6i Village Gateway Signs, Cllr Price agreed to contribute £200.
County Cllr Price’s report:
Elections planned for May have been postponed.  The Conservative and Liberal Democrats oppose this decision.  A judicial review will be held in February.
A positive meeting was held with the parish council and parking enforcement regarding illegal parking in the no loading zones.  It transpires the parking enforcement were not aware of the existing traffic regulation order, but have now updated their system and reassured that there will be a parking enforcement presence in Sea Palling.  Highways consultation for the new Traffic Regulation Order on Beach Road ended last week.  Richard hopes the TRO will be approved by Easter.
Richard is campaigning with Highways that all bus routes must be added to NCC’s gritting schedule.
District Cllr Blathwayt’s report:
NNDC have given their support in favour of the new Traffic Regulation Order proposal for all year no parking on Beach Road.
Waxham Sands Holiday Park withdrew their planning application, but will be contacting the parish clerk with their proposal to increase operating days.
Whilst NNDC does not support the postponement of elections because of the impact this has on democracy, NNDC will save money as they are responsible for the polling expenses.
County Cllr Price left the meeting to attend another meeting.
The Boatyard landowner expressed his thanks for the support the parish council has given the fishermen.  The landowner’s appeal with NNDC continues.
A member of the public asked for an update regarding the footpath between Dunes Lodge Caravan Park and Coastguard Cottages.  The parish clerk explained the investigation is ongoing but for legal reasons cannot provide any further update.
A member of the public raised a matter in the TRO consultation but has not had an explanation.  The clerk agreed to raise this with County Cllr Price to follow up.
Main Meeting
1) Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and ACCEPTED for Cllr Burrell.

2) Declarations of interest and request for dispensations
Cllr Bird and Cllr Draper declared a “pecuniary interest” in item 7.
Cllr Bird declared a “pecuniary interest” in item 5b.
Cllr Preston and Cllr Deary declared an “other interest” in item 7 as trustee and secretary of the village hall.

3) Minutes of the last parish council meeting
The minutes of 25th November 2025 were APPROVED and signed as a true an accurate record with the addition £200 is added under item 6i.

4) Planning Applications 
a. PF/25/1396 - The Boatyard, The Marrams. Retrospective planning application for use of land by fishermen / women who fish from Sea Palling Beach.
The chair thanked everybody involved with the planning application process and stated the parish council were proud to support the fishermen on behalf of the Sea Palling & Waxham community.  Now the retrospective planning application has been APPROVED, it was AGREED no further action was needed.

5) Finance
	a. Payments received and NOTED

	B. Furr
	Overpayment of salary (standing order was not updated before pay date).
	£62.32

	b. Payments APPROVED

	V.Bird
	Weedkiller for Village Island
	£29.67

	L & M Gardening Services
	Footpath strimming from Church to Church Close
	£80.00

	B. Furr
	Clerks Expenses – November and December
	£122.42

	L & M Gardening Services
	Highways Verge cutting 18.09.25 – 03.12.25
	£915.00

	Wroxham Computers
	Microsoft Office Licence Installation
	£80.00

	c.  Payment agreed by standing order or direct debit (information only)

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary – November 25
	£514.28

	B.Furr
	Clerks Salary – December 25
	£514.28

	B.Furr
	PAYE – November 25
	£162.48

	HMRC
	PAYE – December 25
	£162.48


d. The budget and bank reconciliation for Quarter 3 (Oct - Dec) was REVIEWED.  A savings account has been set up and funds transferred.  Current balance £30,156.66.
e. Three quotes were presented for internal auditor services.  It was AGREED to appoint Rob Shaw.

6) Parish matters
a. Beach Wheelchairs, Shed, Booking Website and Signage.
An XL and Medium All Terrain Beach Wheelchair has been ordered.  These should be delivered at the end of this month.  It was AGREED to subscribe to the basic package on the simply booking system website.  This is an annual payment of £130.80 + VAT.  The chair thanked Cllr Draper, Cllr Burrell and the clerk for their work on it.  It was AGREED to set up a working party to discuss how we raise awareness about hiring the beach wheelchairs.  Cllr Draper, Cllr Casson, Cllr Rowe and the clerk would like to be involved.
b. Grass verge cutting contract.  Three invitations to tender for this contract was submitted.  Two were received back.  It was AGREED to offer the contract to L&M Gardening Services.
c. Sea Palling & Waxham Youth Council.  It was AGREED the clerk will put a post on social media to see if there is interest in the community to have a Youth Council.
d. New Defibrillator and Community Defibrillator Training.  The new defibrillator and cabinet for outside the village hall have been delivered to the clerk.  This will be installed following remedial electrical work in the village hall.  A Community Defibrillator training session has been arranged for Saturday 28th February between 10am – 12noon.  Cllr Casson and Cllr Rowe confirmed they will be attending.  Our thanks to the Village Hall trustees for allowing the parish council to use the Village Hall free of charge. 

7) Donation to Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall for Electrical Works.
Cllr Bird and Cllr Draper left the room after declaring a pecuniary interest.
A quote was circulated prior to the meeting for the cost to carry out an EICR inspection.  Cllr Preston explained that the inspection failed so he has asked the contractor to submit costs for remedial works.  It was AGREED the parish council will contribute 50% of the costs for the EICR and remedial work with Sea Palling & Waxham Village Hall.

8) Training
It was APPROVED for the clerk to attend the “AGAR Assertion 10 – Digital and Data Compliance” training course.  The cost of this will be split equally (£18 each) with Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council (the clerk’s other employer) as this benefits both parties.

9) Items for inclusion on the next agenda
4G Telephone Mast
Grit bin 
Dog bin
Dilapidated steps leading to the Dunes

10) Next Meeting
Monday 23rd February 2026 at 6.30pm at Sea Palling Village Hall, Waxham Road, NR12 0UP.  

Meeting closed at 7:20pm.
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